Session 2

1 Set aside 1 hour of undisturbed time together, to view Video #2 together.
Turn the phone off, put the kids to sleep, and dedicate this time to take in this
video.

1.) Can you accept your spouse exactly as they are today 7 that is, if they were
to never change, will that be acceptable for the rest of your life together?

2.) What changes do you need to make to better serve your marriage and family?

3.) Is there anything today that you
on doing for him/her 10yrs, 20yrs, from now.

4.) List the Order in your family: Children, stepchildren, God, spouse.

5.) How faithful have you been in the area of Sexual Purity. In what way will God
honor/not honor this in your marriage?

6.) How do you feel about your answers? What concerns do you have about
your answers about yourself, and about your future spouse?

7.) Spend 15 minutes alone, ask God to speak about theses things to your heart.

8.) Watch Video #2 again before you do the next session.

For | know the plans | have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me,
and | will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.
(Jeremiah 29:11-13 NIV)
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e God created marriage — it is His plan
e Marriage was designed by God to be a three-some

Proverbs 18:22 He who finds a wife finds what is good and receives favor from
the LORD.

e God’s plan - God, one husband and one wife — No exceptions

(Genesis 1:28, NIV) God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in
number; fill the earth and subdue it...”

e God designed marriage to be the basic building block of society

e The home is a spiritual battlefield — Satan is out to destroy God’s design
e Satan tries to get us to live independent from God and from our spouse
e Satan promotes isolation rather than oneness

e Sin separates and destroys oneness

MYTH: Men and women are basically the same

REALITY: God designed men and women to be very different

(Genesis 1:27, NIV) So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he
created him; male and female he created them.

o Differences — background, gender, temperament, personality, and roles

God designed three institutions: the family, the church, and the government.

God is the head of all three. There is also a human head of all three.

(Ephesians 5:21, NIV) Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.

e Submit - a loving attitude that wants to cooperate — (attitude and action)

e Everything starts with mutual servanthood — husbands and wives submitting
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(Ephesians 5:22-24, NIV) Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. For the
husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which
he is the Saviour. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit tc
their husbands in everything.

(1 Corinthians 11:3, NIV) Now [ want you to realise that the head of every man is
Christ, and the head of the woman is man, and the head of Christ is God.

(Ephesians 5:25, NIV) Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and
gave himself up for her — servant leader

e Husbands and wives have distinct roles in marriage but equal value
MYTH: I can change my spouSe

REALITY: We cannot change anybody, and some things will never change
Jeremiah 13:23 Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard its spots?...

¢ God wants to use our natural differences and weaknesses to build oneness

GOD
Desfgned

(Genesis 2:24, NIV) For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be
united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.

God’s four phase foundational plan

1) Leaving

2) Cleaving

o Marriagé is a covenant not a contract

3) Oneness :

4) Intimacy

(Genesis 2:25, NIV) The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.

Hebrews 13:4 Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept
pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral.

Marriage versus living together

e In a study from U of Wisconsin — took 100 couples who were living together
before marriage

e 45 split before they were married
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